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Thank you for the opportunity to participate as a community member. My name is Martha Pagliari and I am a long-time resident of the 

neighborhood and have long been interested in education. I am a lawyer by training but have spent the last 20 years working in 

education. Currently, I am the Assistant Dean for Experiential Learning at DePaul University, College of Law. My duties include 

overseeing the legal clinics, externships, and experiential classes offered. In addition, we work with many community partners to 

represent the underserved population in Chicago. I previously served as the Director and, before that, the Assistant Director of the Legal

 Writing Program at DePaul law. In addition, I served as both a board member and board president of the Saint Benedict Elementary 

School Board and as a member of the high school board, both were advisory boards. During my tenure on the elementary school board 

Saint Ben’s entered into a partnership with DePaul University to bring student teachers into the elementary classrooms. I am interested 

in expanding education opportunities for the children in our neighborhoods. I hope to use my experiences to contribute a perspective on 

education that includes preparation for higher education and providing opportunities to students in the earliest years of their education. 
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